
Thanksgiving Day homily 2021 

In one of the unforgettable Peanuts comic strips, the conversation of Charlie Brown and his friend, Linus, 

turn to Thanksgiving Day, a national holiday. Linus says, “Are you going to have a big Thanksgiving 

dinner?” Charlie Brown replied, “I suppose so; big dinners don’t really interest me”. After a momentary 

pause, he continued, “I’ve never thought much about eating.” 

Snoopy, his beloved dog, overheard his master’s words, which gave rise to a thought. 

“You do when your dish is empty”. 

While many Americans are blessed with an abundance of food and drink on this holiday, many of 

America’s poorest citizens often turn to local food banks and churches for help in meeting their needs. 

The recent pandemic has made matters even more difficult for struggling families. 

Are we grateful for the food on our tables? Do we take for granted God’s abundant blessings? Do we 

feel entitled and come to expect all that is good in our life? Do we consider God to be the source of all 

gifts, all blessings? 

How appropriate it is for us to celebrate the Eucharist (a word derived from Greek meaning “to render 

thanks”) on Thanksgiving Day.  It was in a spirit of thanksgiving that on the night of his betrayal Jesus 

gave his heavenly Father thanks, broke the bread and gave his own body and blood to us by offering it 

to God. 

Even in the face of a gruesome death, Jesus, without hesitation, gave thanks, not once but twice at the 

Last Supper. His words are a challenge to us to offer words of thanks even in the darkest times. 

The Old Testament Psalmist, a Hebrew poet, asks, “What can I offer to God for his goodness to me?” 

One might answer the gift of a grateful heart. 

 

 


